Frequently Asked Questions

This website page aims to provide Market Participants and their System Suppliers with answers to frequently asked questions on the IT aspects of EBS.

Can a market participant have the option of using either EDT or EDT*?

At least six months after EBS go-live, when a market participant decides to move from the existing EDT to the new EDT*, it is possible to configure National Grid’s systems such that a market participant can rapidly revert to EDT if they are having problems with EDT*.

Can a party elect to use some of the new web-based functionality whilst retaining other services i.e. make a gradual transition?

Yes. As an example,  you could still send your main Trading Agent data via EDT, but have access to EBS registration or Ancillary Service Operational Data submissions via an EDT* web-page or XML file up/download.  

Another example is the phased transition to the new interfaces e.g. Trading Agent first , then Control Points.

What will the test platform availability be for EDT* and EDL*?

The intention is to make EDT* and EDL* testing facilities available after EBS Go-Live (towards the end of 2013).

Will the EBS EDT and EDL IP addresses, published by National Grid in the “EBS Market Participant Access Document”, be advertised using BGP in the same way as the existing BM EDT and EDL IP addresses?

Yes, both the EBS EDT and EDL IP addresses will be advertised using BGP. 

Are the EBS IP addresses published by National Grid in the “EBS Market Participant Access Document” the actual EBS servers IP addresses?

No, these are virtual IP addresses on the National Grid gateways.
Will EBS EDT support the use of DNS? 

Yes, EBS EDT will still support the use of DNS, though the intention is to use a new DNS name for EBS so that market participants are clear which system they are submitting data to.  However, as the EBS DNS simply directs market participants to the single EBS EDT virtual IP address, then it offers few if any advantages for market participants compared to interacting directly with the virtual IP address. 

What will the DNS server resolve the EBS production and test domain names to?
The DNS server will resolve the EBS production and test domain names to the respective single EDT virtual IP addresses published by National Grid in the “EBS Market Participant Access Document”. 
