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About this document 

 
The Balancing Services Standing Group prepares this report for the CUSC 
Modifications Panel to report on progress of discussion topics and to request to 
suspend Balancing Services Standing Group meetings pending further 
development of discussion topics.  
 

This document contains the conclusions and recommendations made by the 

Balancing Services Standing Group. 
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1 Background 

 
1.1 The Balancing Services Standing Group (BSSG) was established as a 

CUSC Standing Group under the CUSC Modifications Panel and was 
tasked with reviewing the contractual arrangements for the procurement of 
Balancing Services as set out in the CUSC. This by definition covers the 
System Ancillary Services of Reactive Power, Frequency Response, 
System to Generator Operational Intertripping and the Maximum 
Generation Service. 

 
1.2 Currently the BSSG do not have any discussions relating to Reactive 

Power, System to Generator Operational Intertripping and the Maximum 
Generation Services. The conclusions of these discussions can be found in 
the annotated Terms of Reference from August 2012 in Section 4 of this 
report.  

 
1.3 The BSSG are currently discussing Frequency Response, in particular, 

Response Energy Payment for Mandatory Services and Rapid Frequency 
Response.  
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2 Conclusions  

 

Response Energy Payment 

2.1 It has been recognised that the current Response Energy Payment is not 
suitable for renewable generators who are subject to ROC payments and 
National Grid has been working with the industry via BSSG to explore how to 
address this issue.    

2.2 National Grid has explored a number of solutions to address this issue with 
BSSG members and have subsequently proposed to the BSSG that a CUSC 
Modification should be raised to reverse the Response Energy Payment for 
wind. 

2.3 At the BSSG meeting on 1st May 2014, the BSSG agreed that a CUSC 
Modification Proposal should be progressed in this area and National Grid 
have taken an action to raise a CUSC Modification on Response Energy 
Payment. 

2.4 It is expected that this Modification Proposal will be presented to the CUSC 
Panel at the June Panel meeting.  

 

 

Rapid Frequency Response 

2.5 At the 14th Grid Code Frequency Response Working Group meeting, it was 
agreed to establish a Technical Sub Group which would be tasked to assess 
the volume of frequency response and inertia requirements for the 
transmission network.  

2.6 The Grid Code Frequency Response Technical Sub-Group included a 
number of Wind Turbine and HVDC Convertor manufacturer representatives 
and were asked for their views on their ability to deliver Rapid Frequency 
Response. There was a general consensus that the technical requirements 
could be met subject to reasonable development timescales. It was 
suggested that the BSSG looks into how procurement would work for Rapid 
Frequency Response from Wind generation. 

2.7 The BSSG explored the nature of the mandatory frequency response service 
and whether this capability extended with current wind turbines or would 
require future development. The BSSG did not consider the procurement 
methods in depth but this would be likely to include, but not limited to, similar 
products to the current mandatory frequency response arrangements.  

2.8 The BSSG noted that although some existing turbines may be capable of 
delivering Rapid Frequency Response, the supporting equipment may not 
have been designed for this and may therefore not be able to cope with 
delivering Rapid Frequency Response. This may have warranty, amongst 
other, issues. 

2.9 The BSSG noted that other options to provide Rapid Frequency Response 
were being explored by the Grid Code Frequency Response Technical 
Group and that it was premature to consider the method of procuring 
mandatory rapid frequency response from wind turbines prior to the 
Technical Group concluding. It was expected that any conclusions would 
need to demonstrate the cost benefit of making rapid frequency response 
from wind a mandatory service.  

 

 



 

 

 

3 Way forward  

Response Energy Payment. 

3.1 The BSSG have agreed for National Grid to raise a CUSC Modification 
which would propose to ‘reverse’ the Response Energy Payment for Wind 
generation. This is expected to be sent to the June CUSC Panel meeting. 

 

Rapid Frequency Response 

3.2 The BSSG consider that other options for delivering Rapid Frequency 
Response should be fully considered by the Grid Code Frequency Response 
Technical Sub Group and that an appropriate cost benefit analysis for them 
be conducted.  

3.3 The BSSG have not highlighted any further areas for discussion and 
therefore wish to suspend the group pending outcomes of the Grid Code 
Frequency Response Technical Sub Group. 
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4 Terms of Reference  

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 


