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Daily Balancing Costs

The market was prevalently short in excess of 800MW until the late morning and short in excess of 1000MW from 

the afternoon onwards. The low demand levels required multiple trades on the interconnectors for downward 

regulation from midnight until the afternoon and again in the late evening. Spin gen was required from the evening to 

account for tight margin. 

In order to secure RoCoF risk, large volume of trades on the interconnectors and on generating units and BM 

actions were undertaken throughout the 24 hours. Also RoCoF risk mitigation required additional dynamic response 

for most of the afternoon. Voltage levels in England were managed between midnight and the afternoon with a mix 

of trades and BM actions. 

-2500.000

-2000.000

-1500.000

-1000.000

-500.000

0.000

500.000

1000.000

1500.000

2000.000

2500.000

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 31 33 35 37 39 41 43 45 47

M
W

h

Settlement Period

BM Volume

Frequency Control Offers (MWh) Frequency Control Bids (MWh) Positive Reserve (MWh)
Constraint Offers (MWh) Constraint Bids (MWh) Negative Reserve (MWh)
Other (MWh)

-£20,000

£0

£20,000

£40,000

£60,000

£80,000

£100,000

£120,000

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 31 33 35 37 39 41 43 45 47

Settlement Period

BM Cost

Frequency Control (£) Positive Reserve (£) Negative Reserve (£) Constraints (£) Other (£)

-20

-10

0

10

20

30

40

50

-800

-700

-600

-500

-400

-300

-200

-100

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

1 3 5 7 9

1
1

1
3

1
5

1
7

1
9

2
1

2
3

2
5

2
7

2
9

3
1

3
3

3
5

3
7

3
9

4
1

4
3

4
5

4
7

£
/M

W
h

M
W

h

NIV SBP/SBP

SBP/SSP Vs NIV 17-May-2020

£1.09m

£0.46m
£0.00m

£0.61m
£0.06m

£1.34m
£0.73m

Energy Imbalance

Positive Reserve (Op Res + STOR)

Negative Reserve (Footroom)

Frequency Control (Response + Fast Reserve)

Other Reserve (Ancillary Costs Only)

Constraints (BM & Trades only)

Other (Reactive + Black Start + BM & AS General)

£3.22m

£1.47mBM Cost (Indicative)

AS Cost (Estimate)
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BSUoS Charge Estimate: £5.15/MWh

Total Outturn: £4.69m

Western Link status: Available


