
Electricity Shortfall Prioritisation
GCDF – 3 May 2023



Electricity Shortfall Prioritisation Review

• In response to the heightened risks to security of energy supply in Great Britain, we have identified a need to 
reassess the current approach to prioritisation in the event of an Electricity Supply Emergency.

• This is also important in light of more severe weather as a result of climate change, increasing the risk of such an 
emergency and Great Britain’s changing generation mix creating a need to assess if current processes remain fit for 
purpose.

Purpose
• To identify measures that mitigate the impacts of any electricity shortage, as far as reasonably practical, for the 

public while mitigating secondary impacts by keeping critical services supplied.

Scope:
• LFDD/OC6 Demand Control/ESEC
• This review will consider current demand control mechanisms in place to manage a shortage of electricity supply and 

prioritisation options within these.
• While the ESR process is not in scope, industry will be required to incorporate the prioritisation policy developed 

through this review into ESR plans where possible



OC6 – Demand Control 

Aim: To update Grid Code OC6 to reflect current operational practice and lessons learnt ahead of Winter 
2023/24 and beyond 

Areas to consider:

• Protection of critical/essential sites
• Alignment of OC6 Demand Control and ESEC Load Blocks
• Rotating Demand Disconnections
• Methodology for Demand Control Load Blocks 
• Subsequent changes to Distribution Code DOC6



OC6 - Mod for Winter 2023/24  

Modification Type - A request for urgency will be proposed to Ofgem
Proposed delivery – Mid-September 2023

Confirmed Requirements:
1. Removal of references to not allowing protection for any sites and consider including obligations to protect 

critical/essential services on reasonable endeavours basis.

Under Discussions: 
1. Reflect the obligation to align OC6 Demand Control stages and ESEC Load Blocks were possible and review the 

20% and 40% limits =, (specifically the gap between 20% -40%) - TBD




