
Wednesday 29 March 2023

Online Meeting via Teams

STC Panel 



WELCOME



Minutes 

Approval of Panel Minutes from the Meeting held

22 February 2023



Review of Actions within Action Log



Authority Decisions and Update

Decisions Received since last Panel meeting

❑ None

Decisions Pending

❑ CM078 - Connections Triggering Distribution Impact Assessment - Expected decision date of this and

related CUSC Modification (CMP328) was 14 February 2023, decision on CMP328 received 14 February

2023 and was sent back by Ofgem for further work/clarification, no decision received on CM078.

❑ CM080 – Transmission Impact Assessment process - Expected decision date of this and related CUSC

Modification (CMP298) is 26 April 2023

❑ CM085 - To clarify OFTO reactive power requirements at <20% output - Expected decision date is 31

March 2023



















New STC/STCP Modifications



PM0129 Proposal – Model production and sharing of 
Models following Grid Code Modification – GC0141

David Halford



The GC0141 modification was raised by NGESO in March 2020 to address the concerns raised in Action 3 of the Ofgem report and action 2 of the BEIS report in 
the 9th August 2019 Power Disruption which intends to improve modelling, clarify Fault Ride Through (FRT) compliance requirements and improve the compliance 
process for complex connections.

The Modification was approved by the Authority on the 12th December 2022 and implemented on the 5th January 2023, with the following proposed topics and 
approved decision 

Overview of GC0141 Modification

Topics​ Approved Decision​
Independent Engineer Not required

Compliance Repeat Plan A user to submit a mandatory compliance statement and self-certification of compliance, confirming Grid Code 
compliance in full every 5 Years.​

RMS & EMT Models ESO amending the Grid Code Planning Code to specify the type of modelling required (Root Mean Square (RMS) 
or Electromagnetic Transient (EMT)​

Sharing for SSTI/SSCI ESO to allow it to share relevant modelling information submitted by a User to another User, and that the User 
receiving the information can only use it to complete the analysis required by ECC.6.3.17.1 and EEC.6.3.17.2 
(SSTI and SSCI studies)​

Tortional Data Generating Units with a Completion Date before 1 April 2015, are required to provide the data in accordance 
with good industry practice and without undue delay when requested by the ESO. Generating Units with a 
Completion Date after 1st April 2015 is a mediator requirement.​

FRT Definitions & Retrospective Requirements Amend the definition so that Users are required to remain connected and stable for up to 30 minutes following 
an applicable fault or disturbance​

Enhanced FRT Studies Power Park Modules (PPMs) and HVDC systems must repeat the required simulation studies for foreseeable 
running arrangements (to be agreed between the ESO and the User)​

STCP Modification      

Required



• As a follow-on to the Grid Code Modification, it has been identified that a change will be required to STC Procedure 
19-5 for the production and type of models required, and the sharing of models for sub-synchronous torsional 
interaction (SSTI) and sub-synchronous control interaction (SSCI) studies, in order to harmonise the with the Grid 
Code.

• The change is to ensure consistency between the Grid Code and STC when the Offshore Transmission System is 

originally bound by the Grid Code as an OTSUA, but then migrates to an OFTO where STCP19-5 which covers the 

Offshore Transmission System Compliance Process and Testing applies.

• The proposed legal text was shared with the OFTO Panel Representatives on the 28th February for review/comment.

• The recommendation is that the changes to the STC Procedure 19-5 are approved by the Panel in order to align with the 

corresponding Grid Code requirements with the implementation of the GC0141 modification.

STCP Proposal



Asks to Panel

• Panel to advise on the Modification route for STCP (considering the material nature of some of the changes).



CM090 & PM0130 STC/STCP modifications:

Housekeeping changes to simplify FSO transition

Rob Wilson
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Background

• The Energy Bill that is currently progressing through parliament proposes to 

establish a Future System Operator (known in the Bill as the Independent 

System Operator and Planner or ISOP), an independent, first of a kind body, 

acting as a trusted voice at the heart of the energy sector

• To do this will mean establishing the FSO as a new public body rather than 

the existing arrangements in which the Electricity System Operator licensed 

role is fulfilled by National Grid Electricity System Operator Limited (NGESO)

• To facilitate this change will require amendments to all of the industry codes; 

many of these changes will be institutional in nature (name changes, updates 

to references etc) but some may be related to new roles for the FSO
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Proposed Modifications

• Minor housekeeping changes to the STC and STCPs are proposed to make the FSO 

transition simpler to implement when it comes about

• Throughout the STC and STCPs, references to NGESO will be amended to ‘The Company’

• A new/amended definition will be added to the STC to set out that at present ‘The Company’ 

refers to NGESO

• The front sheet and revision schedule of each STCP will also be amended to reference ‘The 

Company’ and the STC definition 

• As the institutional changes to establish the FSO are brought forward, the majority can then 

be realised simply through a further amendment to the ‘The Company’ definition to refer to 

the new name for the FSO when this is determined

• This treatment has long been used in the CUSC and a change to adopt use of ‘The Company’ 

was made to the Grid Code at legal separation (housekeeping modification GC0115) – but 

not to the STC which employed a minimum change approach at the time

• Draft proposals were presented at the Feb panel with samples of legal text. Proposals are 

now being raised officially with all legal text completed (10 sections, 11 schedules and 53 

STCPs)

https://www.nationalgrideso.com/codes/grid-code/modifications/gc0115-legal-separation-housekeeping-nget-company
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Changes made to draft proposals

• Feedback from some panel members was that as the STCPs are working documents and are 

used by a wider group of stakeholders references to ‘The Company’ could cause confusion

• An additional sentence has therefore been added to the beginning of each STCP to clarify 

this

• For example, from STCP01-1 Operational Switching:

1.1.1 In the Control Phase, appropriate co-ordination between NGESO The Company, as 

defined in the STC and meaning the licence holder with system operator responsibilities, Onshore 

and Offshore TOs and Affected Users is essential during the Operational Switching process. This 

document specifies the responsibilities of NGESO The Company and TOs in relation to 

Operational Switching of Plant and/or Apparatus on the TOs’ Transmission Systems and the 

procedures to be followed by each Party

• This style of reference to the system operator is used elsewhere in the STC

• Each STCP also records a list of the STC definitions that it uses. This now includes ‘The 

Company’

• ‘The Company’ has been used in all CUSC and Grid Code documentation for some time 

without incident
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Timeline and Governance Route

• Proposed as fast-track self-governance – no parties are impacted by these changes which 

are really just to the style of drafting

• Panel are able to make fast track self-governance decisions directly

• STCP25-3 sets out this process as follows:

4.10 Where the STC Modification Panel votes unanimously in favour of the implementation of a STC 
Modification Fast Track Proposal, the STC Modification Panel will update the Draft STC Modification Fast 
Track Report (which shall thereafter be referred to as the STC Modification Fast Track Report) to include 
the views of the STC Modification Panel and it will be published on the next business day after the STC 
Modification Panel Meeting.

4.11 Up to and including 15 business days from the publication of the STC Modification Fast Track Report, 
a Party or the Authority may object to the STC Modification Panel’s determinations pursuant to Section B 
Paragraph 7.2.6C.3. If such an objection occurs, the processes in paragraph 4.8 and 4.9 above will apply 
as if the proposal were an STC Modification Proposal which had not received unanimous approval.

• So if Panel are agreed, implementation would follow in mid-April after the normal appeal 

window
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Timeline for CM090 – Proposed Timeline – Fast Track Self Governance

Milestone Date

Draft STC Modification Fast Track Report issued to Panel 21 March 2023

Panel decision on Governance Route 29 March 2023

STC Modification Fast Track Report published 30 March 2023

Appeals Window (15 working days) 30 March 2023 to 24 April 2023

Implementation Date 25 April 2023
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Remaining changes to implement the FSO

For information, the following changes will still be required to implement the FSO arrangements 

at a suitable point:

• Incorporate the new name of the FSO, when this is determined, in the definition of ‘The 

Company’ in section J and in the proformas for agreements in schedules 1 and 9

• Update references to licences and specific licence conditions in sections B, C, D and J

• Possibly reference the new name of the FSO in section I of the code which details historic 

transitional arrangements due to BETTA and the legal separation of NGESO from NGET - but 

will depend on how these arrangements continue to be licensed

• Consider establishing an amended outage prefix in TOGA for the FSO (STCP11-2)

• Amend specific licence references (STCP11-4)

• Amend the signature lines and titles in the example letters and proformas set out in STCPs 

19-3, 19-4 and 19-5 to incorporate the new name of the FSO when this is determined

These are very minor changes; and in fact in 6/10 sections, 9/11 schedules and 48/53 

STCPs no further changes whatsoever are required.



Milly Lewis

In flight Modification Updates 
/ Potential New Modifications



Draft Final Modification Report

CM088: Fault Ride Through Definition

Milly Lewis



Solution

• The Proposer is seeking to amend Section K, Annex 1 of the STC to reflect the Fault Ride Through definition 

changes made to Section 6.3.15 of the Connections Conditions of the Grid Code for pre European Offshore 

Transmission Licensees.

Code Administrator Consultation Responses

Summary of Code Administrator Consultation Responses : 

• Code Administrator Consultation was run from 01/02/2023 to 22/02/2023 and received 1 non-confidential 

responses [and 0 confidential responses]. Key points were:

• The Proposer was the only respondent and therefore was supportive of the Proposal stating that it  

contributes to security and quality of supply by defining the requirements and obligations for Fault Ride 

Through and provides consistency between the Grid Code and STC for Offshore Transmission Systems 

pre and post migration to an OFTO.

• No legal text issues identified.



CM088 - the asks of Panel

• VOTE whether or not to recommend implementation

• Does the CM088 Original proposal better facilitate the objectives than the current STC
arrangements?

• NOTE next steps



CM088 – Next Steps

1

Milestone Date

Draft Final Modification Report presented to Panel 29 March 2023

Final Modification Report issued to Panel to check 

votes recorded correctly (5 working days)

31 March 2023 – 11 April 2023 (due to Easter bank 

holidays)

Submission of Final Modification Report to Ofgem 12 April 2023

Ofgem decision date TBC

Implementation Date 10 working days after Authority decision



Any Other Business

Panel vote for in Person STC Meeting



Next Panel 
Meeting 

Next 
Panel 
Meeting 

Panel Meeting - 10am on 26 April 2023 

Papers Day – 18 April  2023

Modification Proposals to be submitted 
by – 11 April 2023



Close

Milly Lewis
STC Panel Chair


